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	Institution Name:
	Charles University in Prague, Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies

	Address:
	Vratislavova 10, 128 00 Prague 2

	Country: 
	Czech Republic

	EILC Language
	Czech language
	

	Level Courses organised:


	Level I (beginner)   (
Number of courses: 3
Dates: 3.8.2009 - 28.8.2009
(
	    Level II (intermediate)   (
    Number of courses: 1
    Dates: 3.8.2009 - 28.8.2009
(

	Web site
	www.ujop.cuni.cz
	    www.ujop.cuni.cz


Please note that all student eilc application for our Eilc should be sent by e-mail to the following address: eilc@naep.cz
Staff

	Job title / Name
	address, telephone, fax, E-mail

	Contact Person
Mgr. Marie Poláčková
Head of the Czech Language Summer Courses
	Charles University

Study Centre Prague Albertov
Albertov 7

128 00  Prague 2

Tel.: 224 921 015,   Fax: 224 918 775
E-mail: marie.polackova@ujop.cuni.cz


	Responsible person for the programme

Mgr. Marie Poláčková

Head of the Czech Language Summer Courses 

	Charles University

Study Centre Prague Albertov

Albertov 7

128 00  Prague 2

Tel.: 224 921 015,   Fax: 224 918 775

E-mail: marie.polackova@ujop.cuni.cz


Part I:  General Information

· Description of town

- Short history and location
	Prague is the Capital City of the Czech Republic. It is a natural centre of politics, international relations, education, culture and economy. Within the EU, the Capital City of Prague is considered as one of the most attractive historical European cities. Since 1992, its historical centre has been on Unesco´s World Heritage List. 

The beginnings of Prague could be put in the second half of the 9th century when the Prague Castle was founded and independent settlements began to develop under its protection in the surrounding area. These settlements grew to constituent independent towns of Prague: Staré Město (the Old Town) called the Head (caput regni), i.e. the capital of the Kingdom of Bohemia, as early as before 1280, Malá Strana (the Lesser or Little Quarter), Nové Město (the New Town), and Hradčany (the castle district). These four towns were joined into the town of Prague in 18th century, during 19th century other four towns were attached, respectively Josefov, Vyšehrad, Holešovice-Bubny, Libeň. During the 20th century the territory of Prague grow rapidly, the last territorial change happened in 1974, when 30 municipalities of the former Středočeský Region were attached to the city of Prague.

The area of the city is located in the central parts of Česká vysočina (the Bohemian Highlands). As for geomorphology, there is the flat relief of the high-raised areas on one hand, contrasting with the sharp valleys of the Vltava River and its tributaries on the other hand. The most broken topography originated on the left bank of the river. The highest point is the flattened landscape southwest of the Zličín town part (399 m above sea level), while the lowest point is the surface of the Vltava River at the north edge of the city in the Suchdol town part where the River leaves the territory of Prague (177 m above sea level). Therefore, the maximum altitude difference exceeds 200 m within rather a small area. 

From geographical point of view, Prague can be considered a centre of Europe. It lies almost in the centre of the Continent, approximately the same straight-line distance away from three seas: the Baltic Sea (365 km), the North Sea (495 km) and the Adriatic Sea (490 km). 

Prague is the political and cultural centre of the Czech Republic and also the seat of Charles University and 7 public and 22 private universities covering all fields of study, which is advantageous for students who wish to study at some type of university. It is an attractive tourist centre in particular because it is a city whose beginnings go back to the 9th century and in which all styles of architecture are reflected. The historical centre of Prague is on the UNESCO cultural heritage list.


- Main local/cultural events
	Prague is an attractive cultural and social centre. With regard to the important architectural monuments and a large number of cultural events it offers the best opportunities for acquiring a general view of Czech culture from the whole of the Czech Republic. It is therefore good for students to come here. Apart from the immense possibilities for individual learning experience, the Albertov Study Centre has many years of experience in the organisation of supplementary cultural activities. For Erasmus students we offer a special cultural program created on the basis of their requirements and interests. A quality language course supplemented with getting to know Prague creates the ideal conditions for finding out about Czech life and institutions.


- How to reach town (links from the nearest airport, train or coach stations)

	Prague is the only city in the Czech Republic with air connections to all destinations in the world and it is linked up to a quality network of bus and rail transport. 


- Transport in town (brief information on the main means of transport available)

	In Prague, there is a good public transport system. 3 metro lines, tram and bus transport. The Study Centre is situated in the immediate vicinity of the historical centre and can be reached by all types of transport.


· Short Description of the Organising Institution

	The Prague Albertov Study Centre is a part of the Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies of Charles University (ÚJOP). ÚJOP is the only institution in the Czech Republic that specialises in the preparation of foreigners for study at Czech universities and it also organises various language courses including Czech as a foreign language for all those interested in the Czech language and Czech culture. ÚJOP is developing almost fifty-year-long tradition in the teaching Czech as a foreign language. The Albertov Study Centre in Prague is situated in the centre of the city, but in a quiet and picturesque part of Prague, surrounded by gardens. In the centre there are 21 classrooms, in which more than 700 students study in several types of courses of Czech as a foreign language every year. The method and research activity of the Institute are linked with tuition. The political and social changes in November 1989, caused increased interest in the Czech language. There was an increase in those interested from the ranks of Czech language experts and from among students and workers from other fields. ÚJOP UK reacted to this interest by the INTRODUCTION of new types of courses on the Czech language. Apart from yearlong and single semester courses we also organise intensive short-term courses, the individual courses, summer Czech courses, courses for compatriots, etc. ÚJOP participates in many international programs. For the entire existence of ÚJOP its teachers have participated in the teaching of Czech abroad as Czech language teachers within the framework of international and inter-university agreements. ÚJOP publishes a methodological periodical for ÚJOP teachers and continues the tradition of methodological seminars.


· Accommodation 
- short description of the accommodation offered (hotel, apartments, student halls, others; if there are 

cooking facilities) and on the rent to be paid per week

	The capacity of the accommodation and the actual accommodation facilities offer standard European student accommodation in double-rooms with own toilet and shower (CZK 136 per person per day).


· Meals
- short description on the services offered (university canteens, restaurants, bars, others)

	In the building of the Study Centre snack refreshments are available. In the close vicinity of the Albertov there are many restaurants where it is possible to eat well and quickly for a price of 3 to 4 EUR per meal. Kitchens usually available on each floor of the dormitory.


· reception of students

- Meeting point (place, date and time of first meeting - for each course where different)

	Before the start of the course we provide the student with precise information on how to reach the place of accommodation from his/her point of arrival (airport, bus and train stations). The school organises a reception service for 2 days before the beginning of the course from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. (in case of need also outside the hours stated) at the address of the Dormitory Hostivar, where the students will receive all the necessary information about accommodation, the registration and the start of study.

The registration takes place 2.8.2009 from 2.p.m. to 10 p.m. at the address of the Albertov Study Centre.

The class meeting takes place on the first day of the start of the course on the basis of the evaluation of the classification tests published on the Internet and short conversation exam during the registration.


· extra mural activities

- Site visits
	The Albertov Study Centre has considerable experience of the organisation of non-traditional sightseeing around Prague and of excursions to localities outside of Prague. They are organised as an indirect part of tuition and information is given in both English and Czech. They give the students an opportunity to communicate in informal situations.

Excursions are prepared to Český Krumlov, Kutná Hora, Lidice and Karlštejn (the destinations of excursions can be changed flexibly). One of the trips is arranged according the wish of every class.


- Sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Gymnasium; opening days and available information)
	Prague provides numerous possibilities of participation in sports. As a part of the program we offer the visit to a sports centre where students can enjoy various sport activities depending on their individual interests. Except this we give the students all the information and arrange for special sports activities according to their interest.


- Entertainment (Cinema, Theatre, etc.; brief information on places and student facilities)

	Prague provides cultural enjoyment in all spheres of art. Students will receive a list of the most interesting cultural events in the given period. There is constant cooperation with the club cinema Mat, where we show the students Czech films with English subtitles supplemented by lectures on Czech cinema.


Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:   Czech Language and Culture Course, Prague 2009
level: 
I: Beginner course



(
II: Intermediate course



 FORMCHECKBOX 
(
	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	3.8.2009
	28.8.2009


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching  methods 

	1. Objectives and teaching methods

Teaching includes all language components according the Common European Frame of Reference for Languages. The aim of the course for Erasmus students is understanding the text, ability to react in concrete situations and to communicate in Czech. The student will master the sound aspect of the language, its graphic form, the basic grammar including syntax and a basic vocabulary. The advantage of our school is close interactive cooperation between the student and the teacher, individual approach to students and the good atmosphere in the classroom, which in turn strengthens the motivation of the students and their desire to study. Content and methods of the course are based on the semester and summer courses, which we have been organising on four different levels for many years now. Metodical procedures vary according to the level of the students.
Students concentrating on the same speciality are offered an introduction to study of the professional terminology and communication.
Apart from this we offer an introduction to Czech life and institutions to lighten the load.

2. Course facilities

Each classroom is in the nature of a language laboratory and is equipped with audiovisual didactic technology and sufficient aids for teaching about life and institutions. Teaching is supplemented with text and pictorial material collected in the methodological bank. All equipment is used for interactive tuition with emphasis on understanding and active communication. The Institute disposes of multi-language dictionaries of professional terminology from individual professional subjects. Teaching aids - audio materials, video materials, computers, e-learning software, handouts, transparencies. School library.


- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ( no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	


- Duration

	Total number of classes
	118 h. per 45 min.

	Hours in classroom
	95 h. per 45 min.

	Hours of  practice conversation/language laboratory
	Included in hours above.

	other (language outdoor activities, conversation, etc.)


	23 h. per 45 min.


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment,  etc.)

	At the end of the course, the students receive a certificate confirming their participation in the course. Given the nature of the course, there is no exam. The students only write the final test so that they can see what their progress in Czech is. The evaluation is carried out individually and its main feature is to encourage the students’ further interest in studying Czech language.
The students have the possibility to pass the certified Czech language exam according to the CEFR (levels from A1 to B2).

Students can receive a recommendation which can entitle them to obtain up to 10 credits at a home university, depending on its academic rules.




· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	( audio/video materials

	( computer/software

	( handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	( other : (specify)




-  Library
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9.00 - 16.00

	opening days
	Mon - Fri

	address
	In the school building


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	

	opening days
	

	address
	

	cost
	


· Cultural  component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching  methods
	Cultural component is an important part of this type of course. Morning classes are concerned with it as well. During the morning classes, the students are acquainted with Czech life and institutions mainly through texts and listening activities depending on their language level. Besides that, the students prepare for the afternoon or weekend activities in the last lesson of the morning classes. The preparation includes the practice of vocabulary of the given topic, getting information about the place where the activity takes place, introduction of the guest and his/her activities, and forming possible questions. 

Traditionally, the course starts with a formal reception of students by the mayor of Prague at the Old Town City Hall and it ends in the historical building of Carolinum where the students receive their certificates. The following activities are set for individual weekdays:

Monday – literature and theatre;

Tuesday – music and fine arts;

Wednesday - Czech films with English subtitles and meetings with their authors; 

Thursday – guided Prague city walks;

Friday – individual program;

Weekend – trips (2 one-day trips, 1 two-day trip).

The program changes completely every year so that it remains attractive for students in the next years. Only the first and last days of the course are the same. 

The aim of this component of the course is to acquaint students with Czech culture in an unconventional way, mainly through meeting personalities of Czech cultural and social life. Students have the possibility to meet them personally and talk with them so that they actually participate in creating the final outcome of individual activities. Among our guests there are visual artists, musicians, writers, directors and other people involved in filmmaking, actors, journalists, politicians, and personalities of Czech aristocracy. We offer the students such a view of Czech culture that they would not be able to gain as regular tourists.


- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	56


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	( Teachers
	4

	( administrators
	3

	( Students
	2


1
7

