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	Charles University
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Tel.:  325 612 525,   Fax: 325 614 453
E-mail: vlastislava.ciperova@ujop.cuni.cz


	Mgr. Vlastislava Čiperová

Head of the Czech Language Summer Courses
	Charles University

Study Centre Poděbrady
Zámek 1/I 
290 36  Poděbrady
Tel.:  325 612 525,   Fax: 325 614 453
E-mail: vlastislava.ciperova@ujop.cuni.cz


Part I:  General Information

· Description of town

- Short history and location
	Poděbrady is a calm town situated 50km to the east of Prague. Being situated in the fertile lowlands in the heart of Bohemia, it offers a wide choice of walks, hikes, and trips. It enjoys a good bus and train connection to many close and distant cities and towns.

Poděbrady is famous not only for its spa, glass industry and its royal descendent, King George of Poděbrady.

 Poděbrady was founded in 1224 near an important crossing on the Elbe river. The castle is the birthplace of King George (1420), whose peace efforts were influential throughout centuries. As early as in the 17th century, a small spa was founded in Poděbrady. The waters here were considered the most medicinal in the region because of their high iron content. In 1905 a spring of mineral water with superior curative effects was discovered in the courtyard of the castle.The city´s dominant feature is an impressive castle that offers a large number of educational activities, seminars, conferences and recreation purposes.


- Main local/cultural events
	Open-air concerts, performances in the theatre and open-air performances, films in the cinema, open-air projecting films at the lake.


- How to reach town (links from the nearest airport, train or coach stations)

	The nearest airport is in Prague. There are buses and trains every hour from Prague to Poděbrady from 4 a.m. to 11 p.m. The accommodation in Poděbrady is within walking distance both from the railway and bus stations.


- Transport in town (brief information on the main means of transport available)

	Most important places and facilities (hostel, castel, cinema, theatre, library, gym, park, etc.) are within walking distance. However, local buses can be used.



· Short Description of the Organising Institution

	The Podebrady Study Centre is a part of the Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies of Charles University (ÚJOP). ÚJOP is the only institution in the Czech Republic that specialises in the preparation of foreigners for study at Czech universities and it also organises various language courses including Czech as a foreign language for all those interested in the Czech language and Czech culture. ÚJOP is developing almost fifty-year-long tradition in the teaching Czech as a foreign language. The Podebrady Study Centre is situated approximately 50 km East of Prague. Lessons are held in the centre of Podebrady, in Podebrady historical Castle. The method and research activity of the Institute are linked with tuition. The political and social changes in November 1989, caused increased interest in the Czech language. There was an increase in those interested from the ranks of Czech language experts and from among students and workers from other fields. ÚJOP UK reacted to this interest by the INTRODUCTION of new types of courses on the Czech language. Apart from yearlong and single semester courses we also organise intensive short-term courses, the individual courses, summer Czech courses, courses for compatriots, etc. ÚJOP participates in many international programs. For the entire existence of ÚJOP its teachers have participated in the teaching of Czech abroad as Czech language teachers within the framework of international and inter-university agreements. ÚJOP publishes a methodological periodical for ÚJOP teachers and continues the tradition of methodological seminars.


· Accommodation 
- short description of the accommodation offered (hotel, apartments, student halls, others; if there are 

cooking facilities) and on the rent to be paid per week

	In double-rooms at the students hostel, each with its own bathroom, in a quiet part of the downtown area. Price per week: cca 45 Euro. Single rooms can be rented for a fee of 70 Euro per week. Apartments are available at 250 Euro per week. In the dormitory, there is a lift, gymnasium downstairs and TV rooms. Laundromat can be used as well. Kitchens are available on each floor, but students need to bring their own pots and pans.


· Meals
- short description on the services offered (university canteens, restaurants, bars, others)

	Buffet breakfast served in the hostel for 2-3 Euro. Poděbrady enjoys a large number of all types of restaurants (both luxurious and cheap, Mexican, Italian, traditional Czech, Chinese, vegetarian, cheap canteens etc.), cafes, pubs, bars, etc. Kitchens available on each floor of the dormitory.


· reception of students

- Meeting point (place, date and time of first meeting - for each course where different)

	Students are required to arrive during the weekend before the course starts to get orientated in the town etc. There are a few meetings held in the hostel on Sunday 5th July (at 1 p.m., 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. for latecomers). During these meetings, which are held both in Czech and English (and German, when necessary), students get all the important information, a course guide, luncheon vouchers, etc. On Sunday at 5 p.m., there is a tour round the town (showing not only the places important for students like school, canteens, doctor’s, etc., but also bars, sport facilities, historical sights, cultural institutions, etc.). The course starts on Monday 6th at 8:30 in the representative rooms of the castle.                                                                                                                 



· extra mural activities

	- Site visits
Students will visit a lot of interesting places in Poděbrady (2 museums, statues, historical houses, old hospital, churches), in nearby towns (the Slavník monument in Libice nad Cidlinou) and many other places during Saturday trips (one of the famous Czech castles, a few towns, Bohemian Paradise, etc.)



- Sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Gymnasium; opening days and available information)
	Poděbrady enjoys a wide range of sport facilities in the downtown: golf (http://www.golfpodebrady.cz and http://www.albatrosgolf.cz, open according to reservations), tennis (open daily – reservations necessary, http://www.ltcpodebrady.tenisklub.cz), horse riding (http://www.jkpodebrady.cz, according to reservations), squash, tabley-tennis and bowling (all open daily, http://squash-podebrady.wz.cz) and many open playgrounds (especially volleyball, basketball, and football) and a skate park. Swimming possible in the nearby lake, or in swimming pools in the nearby towns of Kolín and Nymburk. Hiking and cycling (bikes can be rented in the Golfi hotel – http://www.hotelgolfi.cz – or in the winter spa builidng) are very poplular here as well.



- Entertainment (Cinema, Theatre, etc.; brief information on places and student facilities)

	Both the cinema and theatre are located in the castle. During summer, performances and concerts in the garden of the castle are organized.



Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:   Summer School of Slavonic Studies Podebrady 2009
level: 
I: Beginner course



(
II: Intermediate course



 FORMCHECKBOX 
(
	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	6.7.2009
	31.7.2009


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching  methods 

	1. Objectives and teaching methods

Teaching includes all language components according the Common European Frame of Reference for Languages. The aim of the course for Erasmus students is understanding the text, ability to react in concrete situations and to communicate in Czech. The student will master the sound aspect of the language, its graphic form, the basic grammar including syntax and a basic vocabulary. The advantage of our school is close interactive cooperation between the student and the teacher, individual approach to students and the good atmosphere in the classroom, which in turn strengthens the motivation of the students and their desire to study. Content and methods of the course are based on the semester and summer courses, which we have been organising on four different levels for many years now. Metodical procedures vary according to the level of the students.
Students concentrating on the same speciality are offered an introduction to study of the professional terminology and communication.
Apart from this we offer an introduction to Czech life and institutions to lighten the load.

2. Course facilities

Each classroom is in the nature of a language laboratory and is equipped with audiovisual didactic technology and sufficient aids for teaching about life and institutions. Teaching is supplemented with text and pictorial material collected in the methodological bank. All equipment is used for interactive tuition with emphasis on understanding and active communication. The Institute disposes of multi-language dictionaries of professional terminology from individual professional subjects. Teaching aids - audio materials, video materials, computers, e-learning software, handouts, transparencies.


- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ( no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	


- Duration

	Total number of classes
	116 h. per 45 min.

	Hours in classroom
	95 h. per 45 min.

	Hours of  practice conversation/language laboratory
	Included in hours above.

	other (language outdoor activities, etc.)


	21 h. per 45 min.


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment,  etc.)

	At the end of the course, the students receive a certificate confirming their participation in the course. Given the nature of the course, there is no exam. The students only write the final test so that they can see what their progress in Czech is. The evaluation is carried out individually and its main feature is to encourage the students’ further interest in studying Czech language.
The students have the possibility to pass the certified Czech language exam according to the CEFR (levels from A1 to B2).

Students can receive a recommendation which can entitle them to obtain up to 10 credits at a home university, depending on its academic rules.




· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	( audio/video materials

	( computer/software

	( handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	( other : (specify)




-  Library
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	

	opening days
	

	address
	


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	

	opening days
	

	address
	

	cost
	


· Cultural  component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching  methods
	Cultural component is an important part of this type of course. Morning classes are concerned with it as well. During the morning classes, the students are acquainted with Czech life and institutions mainly through texts and listening activities depending on their language level. Besides that, the students prepare for the afternoon or weekend activities in the last lesson of the morning classes. The preparation includes the practice of vocabulary of the given topic, getting information about the place where the activity takes place, introduction of the guest and his/her activities, and forming possible questions. 

Czech area studies are a part of morning Czech classes and afternoon lectures (in Czech and in English) and cover many historical topics as well as many topics relevant to the current situation in the Czech Republic, in Europe and in the world.
The program changes completely every year so that it remains attractive for students in the next years. Only the first and last days of the course are the same. 

The aim of this component of the course is to acquaint students with Czech culture in an unconventional way, mainly through meeting personalities of Czech cultural and social life. Students have the possibility to meet them personally and talk with them so that they actually participate in creating the final outcome of individual activities. Among our guests there are visual artists, musicians, writers, directors and other people involved in filmmaking, actors, journalists, politicians, and personalities of Czech aristocracy. We offer the students such a view of Czech culture that they would not be able to gain as regular tourists.


- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	40 hours


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	( Teachers
	4

	( administrators
	2

	( Students
	


1
1

