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Part I:  General Information

· Description of town

- Short history and location
	Prague, capital of the Czech Republic, stretches along the banks of the River Vltava in the middle-western part of the country. Modern Prague can literally be called one of the most beautiful cities of the world. Since the ninth century, when it became the capital of Bohemia, Prague has passed through several distinct transformations which have inscribed it with its unique character. The original Romanesque city core was expanded considerably in Gothic style, especially during the reign of Charles IV, who also established a university in Prague in 1348. The Counter-Reformation of the seventeenth century and the eighteenth century added a thick Baroque layer to the physiognomy of the city. Finally, around the turn of the century, Prague was made into a modern European metropolis, adding many Art Nouveau elements.

But beyond the tourist and recent renovations lies a city rich in stories of the human experience. Prague has been the site of conflicts between the East and West, religious wars, a victim of the Holocaust and more recently a witness to the struggle for freedom and democracy. This is the Prague we hope you discover during your stay.
From geographical point of view, Prague can be considered a centre of Europe, which enables its visitors to easily reach and explore any other parts of the continent.


- Main local/cultural events
	Many events are held in Prague every day. Mozart’s opera in the Estates Theatre is a must and so is the Czech Philharmonic’s concert in the Rudolfinum hall or a traditional ball in the beautiful Art Nouveau Municipal House.

Film fans can enjoy the Febiofest international festival or the One World festival presenting documentary films on human rights. 
Art lovers can visit many permanent and temporary exhibitions in seven objects of the National Gallery or in the DOX gallery of contemporary art. The most popular music and theatre venues are Akropolis, La Fabrika, JazzDock, Cross, SaSaZu, and others.  
In addition to culture, from July-Nov and Feb-May, Prague rivals AC Sparta and SK Slavia compete in the national soccer league; both teams often participate in the European League as well. Then from September till April, these clubs meet during the ice hockey season.  
Recommended source for Prague events is http://prague.tv/


- How to reach town (links from the nearest airport, train or coach stations)

	The B (yellow) line metro station and the tram stop called “Národní třída“are a 2-minute walk both from the dormitory and the study centre. Use the www.dpp.cz website to find specific connections and fares.
When flying to Prague, easyjet, wizzair and smartwings generally offer the best deals. When coming from the Letiště Ruzyně (Ruzyně airport), take bus number 100 to “Zličín” and then the B line metro to the “Národní třída” stop. The trip takes approximately 45min and you should purchase a ticket for 26CZK. Another possible way is by a bus number 119 to the last “Dejvická” stop, then by the green A metro line to Můstek. It is possible to walk to the dorm from there or change to the B line to “Národní třída” stop. Night service from the airport is provided by bus 510, including the possibility of transferring to night tram 51.
International trains usually terminate at the Hlavní nádraží (Main train station). You may either take a tram number 9 and Národní třída is the fifth stop or get on the C metro line to Florenc stop and there change to the B line to the Národní třída station.

Some trains end at the Holešovice train station. This station is located on the C metro line, which means you have to take this line to Florenc stop and there change to the B line and continue to the Národní třída stop. Prepare 26CZK and 15min of your time.
Florenc is the main bus/coach terminal. It is also a B line metro stop so it will only take 5min and 18CZK to get to Národní třída.


- Transport in town (brief information on the main means of transport available)

	Prague’s metro system consists of 3 lines, designated by letters and colours: A (green), B (yellow) and C (red). There are interchange stations at Muzeum (AxC), Můstek (AxB) and Florenc (BxC). The metro operates daily between 5am and midnight. Trains leave stations every 2 – 4 minutes during peak hours on working days and every 4 – 10 minutes during off-peak periods and on weekends and holidays.

During the day, trams operate at frequent intervals. A uniform interval of 30 minutes applies to night service from midnight till 4am. The Lazarská tram stop (2minutes from the dormitory and study centre) is the central interchange point of all night trams (marked by numbers 51-58). 

Bus service is very similar to that of trams. Buses 501 – 513 run during the night. 

There are two types of single tickets – non-transfer for 18CZK and transfer for 26CZK (30CZK when bought from the driver).

Transfer tickets can be used up to 75 minutes from validation. On working days from 8pm to 5am and on weekends round the clock such tickets can be used 90 minutes from validation.

Non-transfer tickets apply to trams and buses for 20 minute journeys with no transfer. On the metro, these tickets are valid for 5 stations from (but not including) the station of validation, allowing for the transfer between lines, but for journeys of no more than 30 minutes. These tickets are not valid on night routes.

When applicable, visitors to the city are advised to use tickets valid for 24 hours (100CZK), three days (330CZK), or seven days (500CZK).

Tickets can be purchased at selected metro stations, kiosks, Information Centres of the Prague Public Transit Company, hotels, travel agencies, department stores, etc. Tickets are also available from ticket vending machines located next to or in the vicinity of surface transport stops and at metro stations. The non-transfer ticket can also be obtained via sending a text message that reads „DPT“ to the phone number 90206.

Fine for not having a valid ticket is 400CZK.


· Short Description of the Organising Institution

	Collegium Hieronymi Pragensis (CHP) was founded in 1997 by Charles University Professor and Senior Fulbright Scholar (1989-1991) Zdeněk Starý together with CHP faculty colleagues. It provides a study abroad experience to students from leading American institutions of higher education and students of comparable academic standards. In nature, CHP is a European Studies program that focuses on humanities and social sciences. 

The CHP faculty is mostly drawn from Charles University and the Czech Academy of Sciences. Its members are among the top Czech and internationally recognized representatives of their respective fields.

Teaching Czech has been an integral and important part of the program since the very beginning – intensive Czech language courses at different levels have been taught to hundreds of students for over 10 years. During that time, a dynamic, experienced, and efficient team of Czech teachers has been established, functional teaching methodology developed, and an extensive body of modern teaching materials compiled.  


· Accommodation 
- short description of the accommodation offered (hotel, apartments, student halls, others; if there are 

cooking facilities) and on the rent to be paid per week

	Accommodation including breakfast is arranged in single and double rooms for €10 per night per person in the Jerome House, a student hotel/dormitory located in a quiet area of the New Town, 5 min walk from the study centre. 
The Jerome House dates back to the second half of 14th century. The present look of the building corresponds more to the style of the 19th century, when the place was rebuilt. This CHP dormitory has been completely refurbished in 1999 and it provides sizable rooms, most of which have private bathrooms. There are two suites with four rooms, two bathrooms, and a kitchenette each. There are two kitchenettes (in addition to the kitchenettes in the suites) on each floor equipped with a stove, fridge and microwave. Each room has internet connection and there is housekeeping service and non-stop reception service. 

Address and phone number:

Dům Jeronýma Pražského/Jerome House

V Jirchářích 13

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Reception desk telephone: 420-224 933 207 


· Meals
- short description on the services offered (university canteens, restaurants, bars, others)

	Breakfast is served in one of the two breakfast rooms from 7:30am to 10am. To buy groceries, Tesco supermarket is conveniently located around the corner and it is open 7am-9pm. 
The dormitory is situated in an area full of bars, cafés and restaurants that offer cheap lunch specials for €5.

http://www.globebookstore.cz/ International internet café and bookstore
http://en.ufleku.cz/ Famous Brewery

http://www.kavarnavelryba.cz/ Popular spot for students

http://www.kmotra.cz/en Best pizza in town
and many more.

For general info on Prague restaurants, cafés and Czech cuisine, check http://www.restaurant-guide.cz


· reception of students

- Meeting point (place, date and time of first meeting - for each course where different)

Students receive directions via email and are invited to the orientation meeting on the night before the first day of classes – January 6, 2011 at 6pm in the dormitory. They meet their fellow students, faculty and staff members and are provided with materials including basic information about the town, emergency contacts and other helpful recommendations.
· extra mural activities

- Site visits
	Depending on the weather, students get to visit some of the following sites:
Petřín Hill Observation Tower overlooking the whole Prague.
Prague Castle The most significant historical and cultural monument and a symbol of the Czech State. 

Prague Jewish Museum and Cemeteries Preserved set of important Jewish monuments with world significance.
Saint Nicolas Church Beautiful Baroque church, one of the Prague’s main landmarks.
Vyšehrad Castle area The original royal seat closely linked with many legends from the history.
Hvězda Summer Palace Rennaissance hunting lodge in the shape of a star.

Muller Villa Luxurious functionalist building by the design of Adolf Loos.

National Museum The largest museum in the Czech Republic with eighteen permanent historical, zoological and other exhibitions.
Crypt of Ss. Cyril and Method National memorial to the heroes of the Heydrich terror.
Communist Housing Estates - Vysočany and Prosek The most visible parts of the heritage of communism.


- Sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Gymnasium; opening days and available information)
	Program does not offer its own sports facilities but it is possible to arrange a discounted membership for students in the World Class Gym for the duration of the course (or the whole stay). This three-story gym is situated right on the Wenceslas square, 5 minutes from the study center. There is a variety of easy-to-use cardiovascular and weight-training equipment and also a wide range of individual and group exercise classes. In addition, dry or steam sauna, solarium or massages are available.

http://www.worldclass.cz/en/fitness-center-wenceslas-square
The largest Prague indoor and outdoor swimming pool Podolí is only a 10 min tram ride from the dormitory.

http://pspodoli.cz/


- Entertainment (Cinema, Theatre, etc.; brief information on places and student facilities)

	Thanks to the central location, students can easily choose from a wide selection of excellent cultural events:
Estates Theatre This is where Mozart first conducted the opera Don Giovanni on October 29, 1787.
Municipal House This representative building is considered the finest example of Art Nouveau architecture in Prague, the Obecní dům is a first-rate concert venue and a home to the Prague Symphony Orchestra.

The National Theatre This theatre boasts an interior created by some of the finest Czech painters and sculptors, featuring an impressive foyer.
Rudolfinum This impressive neo-renaissance building is widely acknowledged as Prague's premier concert hall and also an excellent art gallery. 

Světozor and Aero cinemas Two places offering the best art films and interesting Czech films with English subtitles.


Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:  
level: 
I: Beginner course



✓
	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	7.1.2011
	21.1.2011


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching methods 

	This Czech language course is intended for beginners with knowledge of English. It focuses on development of the four basic proficiency skills (speaking, writing, listening comprehension, and reading), with emphasis on speaking and listening comprehension. By the end of the course, students will develop a sufficient range of language which will enable them to function in everyday situations and improve their cultural awareness about the Czech republic, where they are going to live and study.

The course will cover the following communicative topics and grammar points:

Communicative topics:  
Time calendar and holidays

Personal information (introducing oneself)
Shopping and ordering in restaurant

Travel and transportation

Directions

Telephone and communication

Likes and dislikes

Weather, seasons

Daily routines

Health

Grammar:   Gender in Czech

Declension: Nouns, adjectives, pronouns

Verb conjugation

Tense and aspect

Modal verbs

Numerals

Namely in the beginning, the mediating language is English with a gradually growing share of Czech, all lecturers are native Czech speakers. 

The regular teaching methods (the most important being the communicative method) are complemented by the use of technology and by exposing the students to real-life tasks that they will most probably face during their stay in the country they intend to study in. Students have a chance to practice their Czech both with the teacher, with the peers and also in contextualized settings such as shops, restaurants, public library, train station, etc. 

In addition to the materials designed by the instructors themselves (e.g. textbooks, handouts, ppt presentations, audiovisual aids, etc.) students often use the internet, intranet and other technologies in order to enhance their learning.


- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ✓ no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	


- Duration

	Total number of classes
	60h.

	Hours in classroom
	60h.

	Hours of practice conversation/language laboratory
	A minimum of 20h, included in the above 60h.

	other (please specify)


	


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment, etc.)

Performance evaluation includes homework, ability to communicate orally and level of participation in class activities. Attendance throughout the course is compulsory. During the course, one short written test is given to follow the progress of the students and there is one final oral and written examination.

Ongoing assessment takes place in order to inform students and teachers about both what students currently understand and how to proceed with subsequent teaching and learning.
· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	✓ audio/video materials

	✓ computer/software

	✓handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	✓ other : internet



-  Library
yes ✓    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	9am-6pm (or identical to class hours)

	opening days
	Mon-Sat

	address
	Jungmannova 9, 110 00 Prague 1


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no ✓
if yes, specify:

	times
	

	opening days
	

	address
	

	cost
	


· Cultural component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching methods

The “cultural” 40 hours consist of two one-day trips to historically important destinations (Kutná Hora, Terezín), several excursions in Prague (e.g. Prague Castle, National Gallery, Jewish Town) and lectures on Czech literature, film, political system, and history and architecture given by CHP faculty members.

The language classes are mainly scheduled for mornings, the rest of the day is devoted to practical conversation and lectures. Lecture on modern Czech cinema is supported by a film screening, lecture on Czech political system takes partly place in the Czech Parliament building, Jewish heritage lecture guides students through the old Jewish quarter, and architectural walk gives introduction to Prague’s finest architecture.

During the thematic lectures and excursions, students gain a deeper insight into the Czech mentality and character by dealing with issues, which have determined modern Czech identity, as well as with current political and cultural events. Moreover, students get familiarized with the country and the city of Prague.
- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	40h.


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	✓ Teachers
	6

	✓ administrators
	1

	✓ Students
	2


1
1

