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Part I:  General Information

· Description of town

- Short history and location
	Prague (Praha) is the capital and largest city of the Czech Republic. Situated on the River Vltava in Central Bohemia, Prague has been the political, cultural, and economic centre of the Czech state for more than 1100 years. The city proper is home to more than 1.2 million people, while its metropolitan area is estimated to have a population of over 1.9 million. 

Since 1992, the extensive historic centre of Prague has been included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. Nicknames for Prague have included "the mother of cities", "the city of a hundred spires" and "the golden city". 
It is said that in ancient times, princess Libuše foretold the future glory of the city. Founded in the latter part of the 9th century, Prague soon became the seat of the kings of Bohemia.The city flourished during the 14th century reign of Charles IV, who ordered the building of the New Town, the Charles Bridge, Saint Vitus Cathedral (the oldest gothic cathedral in Central Europe), and the Charles University (the oldest university in Central Europe north of the Alps). Prague was then the third-largest city in Europe. 
The four district that constitute Prague are: Hradčany (the Castle District), Malá Strana (the Lesser Town, south of the Castle), Staré Město (the Old Town, on the east river bank opposite the Castle) and Nové Město (the New Town, further south and east). 

During the reign of Rudolf II. (the Habsburg dynasty), many artists and scientists had been invited to Prague. During this time, the Golden Lane was built for the artists and craftsmen of the court.

In 1918, after the WWI, Prague became the capital city of the Czechoslovak Republic.

Most of the city's 50,000 Jews died in the Nazi genocide of the WW II. The Soviet army liberated Prague from the Nazis in May 1945, while the Americans arrived to Pilsen. 

From 1948, when the era of Communism began in the Czechoslovak Republic, till 1989, the year of the Velvet Revolution — which ended the era of Communism in Czechoslovakia — Prague remained the capital city of the state. In 1993, when the Czech and the Slovak Republic separated, Prague became the capital of the Czech Republic (while Bratislava became the capital of Slovakia). 

Since the fall of the Iron Curtain, Prague has become one of the world's most popular tourist destinations. It is the sixth most-visited European city after London, Paris, Rome, Madrid and Berlin. Prague suffered considerably less damage during the WWII than some other major cities in the region, allowing most of its historic architecture to stay true to form. It contains one of the world's most varied collections of architecture, from Gothic to Baroque, Renaissance, Art Nouveau, Cubism, Neo-Classicism, and ultra- modernism.



- Main local/cultural events
	Prague is also famous for its variety of cultural events. There are hundreds of concert halls, galleries, cinemas and music clubs in the city. Prague hosts Music Festivals including the Prague Spring International Music Festival, the Prague Autumn International Music Festival and the Prague International Organ Festival. Film Festivals include the Febiofest, the One World and Echoes of the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. Prague also hosts the Prague Writers Festival, the Prague Fringe Festival, the World Roma Festival as well as hundreds of Vernissages and Fashion Shows.

Since the late 1990s, Prague has become a popular filming location for international productions and Hollywood motion pictures. A combination of architecture, low costs and the existing motion picture infrastructure have proven attractive to international film production companies.

	


- How to reach town (links from the nearest airport, train or coach stations)

	To get from the airport/train station/bus station to the city centre take:

· bus no. 119 from the airport to Dejvická (where the VSCHT is located)

· metro line C from Hlavni nadrazi (the main train station) to Muzeum (where there is the city with the Wenceslas Square) and from there line B to dejvicka (to get to VSCHT)

· metro line c from Florenc (the main bus station) to Muzeum (with, again, a possible transfer to dejvicka)




- Transport in town (brief information on the main means of transport available)

	Metro 
The Prague Metro network consists of 3 lines designated by letters and differentiated in colour:
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green colour (Depo Hostivar station - Dejvicka station)
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yellow colour (Cerny most station - Zlicin station)
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red colour (Letnany - Haje station), with possible changes at Muzeum station (lines A and C), Mustek station (lines A and B), Florenc station (lines B and C).
Metro operates daily from 5 a.m. to 12 p.m. The time interval between train departures is approximately 2 - 3 minutes during the workday rush hours and 4 - 10 minutes during off-peak hours. 

Trams 
Daytime operation is from 4:30 a.m. to midnight. Night operation is from midnight to 4:30 a.m. and is provided by tram numbers 51 to 59 in the interval of 30 minutes. The Central interchange station for night lines is Lazarska stop. Tram schedules are located at individual stops. 

Historic tram – the nostalgic No. 91 line: 
sightseeing rides on this historic tram through the downtown area; runs from April to November.

Buses 
The daytime and night operation of buses is similar to tram operation. Night service is provided by bus
numbers 501 to 514 and 601 to 604. Bus schedules are located at individual stops. 

For the cable car to Petrin hill and the city boat transport on the rive Vltava, see the: http://www.dpp.cz/en/
Transfer ticket 26 Kc 
- the ticket is valid for 75 minutes after marking. During off-peak hours, i.e. 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. on working days and all day Saturdays and Sundays ticket validity is prolonged to 90 minutes. 

Ticket with limited transfer options 18 Kc 
- in trams and buses a nontransfer ticket is valid for 20 minutes after marking and does not allow changing of lines. In the underground the nontransfer ticket is valid for 5 stations after marking (excluding the starting station) and allows transfers between the underground lines. Time validity of the nontransfer ticket in the underground is limited to 30 minutes. 

· nontransfer tickets are not valid on night trams and buses and for the Petrin Funicular 

The prices may be increased during the year. 

Freight 
· luggage, prams without babies 18 Kc 

· dogs 26 Kc 

Tourist Tickets
· for 24 hours 100,- Kc, children (6 - 15 years) 50,- Kc 

· for 3 days (72 hours) 330,- Kc (+ 1 child 6 to 15 free of charge) 

· for 5 days (120 hours) 500,- Kc (+ 1 child 6 to 15 free of charge) 

These tickets are valid for all the city transport facilities and allow changes. 
The ticket is valid from the moment of its marking. These tickets can be bought in the Information Centres of the Prague Public Transit Company. 




· Short Description of the Organising Institution

	The Institute of Chemical Technology, Prague (VSCHT – Vysoká škola chemicko-technologická) is the biggest educational institution of its kind in Central Europe. Its tradition of almost 200 years of existence combined with progressive fields of study and a good international reputation bring to all of its students the possibility to get in touch with advanced technologies, offers a chance to join the international student exchange programmes, and a prospect of a prestigious and highly remunerative professional career in the Czech Republic and abroad.


· Accommodation 
- short description of the accommodation offered (hotel, apartments, student halls, others; if there are 

cooking facilities) and on the rent to be paid per week

	The accommodation will be provided in the dorms of the Institute as it offers a reasonable price (150 Kc per night, 2800 Kc per month) and good transport connections for the students. The rooms where the students can stay are provided with cooking facilities and sanitary facilities. The neighbourhood of the halls provides for sport activities and cultural events. 

As it became a habit with the Erasmus students involved in the courses of Czech language that the Institute provides as a part of the studying programme, the foreign students would be met at the airport after their arrival by the Czech students of the Institute, accompanied to the dorms and helped in their first days of settling in.


· Meals
- short description on the services offered (university canteens, restaurants, bars, others
	The foreign students will be welcome to take their lunches at the students’ canteen for approximately 70 Kc per meal. There are three canteens and a joined restaurant (a pizzeria) where the students can have their lunches. 

There is also a number of other restaurants, fast food restaurants and bars in the surroundings of the Institute.  

The Czech students opened a student cafeteria in one of the Institute’s buildings, where the foreign students can have their drinks and something small to eat for little money, enjoy the company of the Czech students, socialize and establish some new friendships


· reception of students

- Meeting point (place, date and time of first meeting - for each course where different)

	The very first meeting of the students interedsted in the summer course will be held on August 23, 2010  at 8.45 a.m. in building B of the Institute (technická 5, Praha 6 – Dejvická). Please come to the 2nd floor, to room K2. 

The very first meeting of the students interedsted in the winter course will be held on january 24, 2011  at 8.45 a.m. in building B of the Institute (technická 5, Praha 6 – Dejvická). Please come to the 2nd floor, to room K2. 




· extra mural activities

- Site visits
	Several visits to various places are planned for the students. The particular places will be selectedaccording to the students’ preferances: 

1. the national Theatre: http://www.narodni-divadlo.cz/

2. the national gallery in Prague  (The gallery of modern arts, the Museum of Czech Cubism): http://www.ngprague.cz/en/1069/0/0/sekce/homepage/
3. The Prague Castle: http://www.hrad.cz/en/prague-castle/prague-castle-tourist-information/visit-of-prague-castle.shtml
4. The Jewish Town: http://www.guide-prague.cz/eng/tour/jewish-town-prague-sightseeing
5. Petrin Hill, the Mirror Maze and the Observation tower: http://www.petrinska-rozhledna.cz/

6. The botanical gardens in Prague: http://www.botanicka.cz/generate_page.php?page_id=95

7. St. WENCESLAS' VINEYARD: http://www.villarichter.cz/en/vineyard-history.php
8. Villa Müller. http://www.mullerovavila.cz/default-a.html 

9. karlštejn: http://www.hradkarlstejn.cz/

10. český krumlov: http://www.castle.ckrumlov.cz/docs/en/zamek_oinf_sthrza.xml

11. kroměříž: http://www.mesto-kromeriz.cz/lang/default.asp?language=uk




- Sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Gymnasium; opening days and available information)
	In the dorms, the students may freely use the fitness room. Grounds for football, tennis, table tennis, basketball and volleyball are also provided. Girls might be interested in the courses of belly dancing and aerobic which take place at the dorms. The re is also a chance to try out a high-quality Punching back in one of the  dorms’ PE rooms.  

The Institute offers swimming courses in the surroundings of the Faculties for reasonable prices. Courses of Squash, floorball and rowing is povided by the PE department. 




- Entertainment (Cinema, Theatre, etc.; brief information on places and student facilities)

	nearby the dorms the students find various multiplex cinemas (e.g. at metro station Haje), a tea room with the gallery of paintings by Zdenek hAjny, many music and disco clubs with cheap restauratnts may be found in the surroundings of the dorms (e.g. El Magico). It takes only 20 mins to get from the dorms to the city centre, where many more clubs, theatres and museums may be found.  




Part II: Course(s) description
Course no:  
level: 

I: Beginner course



x
II: Intermediate course



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	From...
	To...

	Period:


	24.1.2011
	4.2.2011


· Language component

- Short Description of language component: objectives and teaching methods 

	The mediating language of the course will be English, with a gradually growing share of the Czech language.

The course should offer balanced chances for practicing all the receptive as well as productive skills (listening and reading comprehension, speaking and writing). At least 30 per cent of the overall teaching time should be dedicated to conversation, in line with the communicative and functional-notional objectives of the course.

The tuition would take its course through entertainment, group work, simulations, dialogues, role-plays etc. By the end of the course the learner’s word-stock should cover approximately 550 items. The instruction would make use of audio and video recordings.

Towards the end of the course the learners should achieve level A1, they should be able to understand the language of every day conversation, basic phrases and vocabulary and they should reach the ability of adequate linguistic behaviour in every day life situations.

They will be able to introduce themselves briefly, to speak about their interests, qualities and weaknesses, to ask and answer questions concerning their lives. Simply, they will be able to communicate and deal with essential situations, provided their communicative partner is willing to speak to them clearly. The learners will be able to cope with the Czech linguistic surroundings if necessary.




- subject-specific language elements

( yes   ( no

  (e.g. special modules for students in particular disciplines)
If Yes, specify:
	


- Duration

	Total number of classes
	h.60

	Hours in classroom
	h.60

	Hours of practice conversation/language laboratory
	h.20 (included in hours in classroom)

	other (please specify)


	


- assessment (specify if the assessment is made by written/oral examination, assignment, etc.)

	The course concludes with a written test and a short oral exam. After a successful pass in both parts of the exam, the students gain two ECTS-credits and a certificate proving their completion of the A1 level course.



· Course facilities

-  Teaching aids
	x audio/video materials

	xcomputer/software

	x handouts/printed texts

	( transparencies

	( other : (specify)




-  Library
yes x    no (
if yes, specify:

	times
	8:00 – 18:00

	opening days
	MO-FR

	address
	Technická 5, Praha 6, 166 28


-  Language laboratory
yes (    no x

if yes, specify:

	times
	

	opening days
	

	address
	

	cost
	


· Cultural component

-  Short description of the cultural elements included in the course: objectives and teaching methods
	The program covers the introduction party, going to a cinema or a Czech film projection (twice), going to a theatre (the performance would be selected on the basis of the topical theatre programs), a lecture about Czech culture and history (twice), a trip outside the city of Prague (once).



- Duration

	Total hours of activities
	h.32


· Teachers and support staff

	
	Number of...:

	x Teachers
	3

	xadministrators
	2

	xStudents
	3


1
1

